
Braves Haverfordwest Finale ends in a  

Score Draw!! 
The Bader Braves 2014 reached its conclusion at Haverfordwest Airport on Saturday last where we were 
hosted by our great friends at The Pembrokeshire Flying Club. Bob Ellis, Chairman of the Club, had 
marshalled his band of volunteers and between them they had put into place a great programme for the day 
and by midweek prior to the event all was in place and ready to go. However, as we drove across country 
from London on Friday, the skies became increasingly leaden but despite their threatening appearance Bob 
was constantly appraising the met reports and remained confident, well – reasonably confident, that we 
would be OK to fly on Saturday.  

Saturday dawned and the view from our hotel room window was far from encouraging; it had clearly been 
raining overnight and, although it had now stopped, the morning was damp and murky …… very, very 
murky!! By the time the 10.00 briefing meeting took place at the airfield the decision had been taken that the 
morning session had to be abandoned as visibility was still pretty awful and the cloud ceiling remained at 
between 500-600 feet. So the unpleasant exercise of contacting everyone scheduled into the morning session 
informing them of the situation and apologising for the very disappointing news swung into action. 

The ever optimistic Bob spent ages studying the array of screens blinking information and displaying very 
prettily coloured maps before he suggested that we reconvene at noon; weather was improving at Waterford 
in Eire which gave hope for afternoon flying and that noon would be the time to make final decisions. So 
here we were at half time; despite great enthusiasm amongst the volunteers and the enormous amount of 
effort that had been put into preparations the score currently stood at:- 

BADER BRAVES 0 – THE ELEMENTS 1 

Noon arrived and Bob was smiling; the cloud base had clearly 
risen as was confirmed by a pilot incoming from Swansea; it was 
now around 950 feet; the prettily coloured screens had now taken 
on rather more mellow shades, an indication of much improving 
conditions Bob assured me. A quick chat amongst the pilots and 
it was agreed that the afternoon session would be on. Final 
briefing was set for 13.00 after which aircraft would be fuelled 
and readied whilst our friend Barry from Swansea treated us all 
to an impromptu aerobatics display which was part of his 
training programme.  

Our afternoon Braves started to arrive; lunches were taken and at 
14.00 precisely the first flight of the afternoon took to the skies, 
banked away into the distance and headed off on a flight over the 
lovely Pembrokeshire Coast National Park towards Dale Point and 
St Ann’s Head before turning easterly to fly back along Milford 
Haven and turning north at Pembroke Dock to return to home base 
some 20 minutes or so later. Aeroplanes were taking off and landing 
at regular intervals and the willing band of volunteer ground 
marshals were kept busy readying Braves, taking them to the 

aircraft and returning incoming passengers to the clubhouse.  

The weather remained “disappointing” throughout the afternoon but our 
volunteer Bader Squadron pilots were not to be beaten this time and they flew 
continuously just in case the cloud came down again before everyone had 
enjoyed a wonderful flight. By 16.00 it was mission accomplished, everyone 
had been flown and the clubhouse was filled with beaming, smiling faces. One 



last chocolate bar before the Braves said the goodbyes, reiterated their thanks to the pilot who had flown 
them and set off for home. It had been a great show in very difficult circumstances and although the 
scoreboard now read:- 

BADER BRAVES 1 – THE ELEMENTS 1 

all of us that were privileged enough to have been there know that thanks to the fantastic efforts of the 
Pembrokeshire Flying Club members it was a moral victory for THE BRAVES!! 

Thank you Bob and team, we all hope that you will have us back next year and that we get some of the 
wonderful weather that we woke up to the following day ……… that’s flying for you!!!!! 

……………………………………………. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 


